ii2	LI HUNG-CHANG
•were those o£ a rival and a critic, but he was always
distinguished by empiricism of a thoroughly visionary
kind, whereas Li's policy was based on intelligent
recognition of actualities. It was in 1880, at the
time of the Kuldja crisis with Russia, that Chang
first made his mark as a trenchant critic of political
affairs, but his success in that role was due to his
scholarly literary style and to the ignorance of his
public rather than to any weight of solid argument
on his side. He professed then, as in later years, to
be a fervent admirer of Li's abilities, but the Memorial
which he addressed to the Throne (June 1st, 1880),
advising against ratification of the Treaty of Livadia,
contained ample evidence not only of parlous ignor-
ance of the subject under discussion, but of querulous
ill-will towards his colleague. After advising repudia-
tion of the Treaty and the execution of Cheung Hoi;
(the envoy who had concluded it), he proceeded tc
expound China's chances of a successful war with
Russia. In so doing, he made an indirect attack on
Li by urging the Throne to compel Li Hung-chang to
justify the trust reposed in him and to turn to account
the vast expenditure incurred in his naval and mili-
tary preparations. The following paragraphs of this
Memorial are instructively typical:
" On the conspicuous talents of Li Hung-chang
Uhina rests her hopes. The enormous outlay of
millions of taels, spent year after year in the manu-
facture of munitions of war, has been incurred with
the view to preparing for just such a crisis as now
exists. If, after all this preparation, we cannot
fight even one battle, of what use are the officials
in whom your Majesty trusts ? On my knees, I
beg your Majesty to issue an Edict to Li Hung-chang,

